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BEE TE T E R 8 
| FROM THE. 


Marſhal Duke DE BELLBIS2 


T O THE 


Marſhal Dz aa 
In 1758. 


Verſailles, the 18th of Oftober, 1758, 


* Cf AM to anſwer, Sir, the Letter you honoured me 
dach of the 13th. You were informed of the 
IX Videory gained the 10th over the Prince d Tem- 
put” burg and General Oberg : You have the beſt Share 
in it, and I very heartily and fincerely congra- 
tulate you again upon it, Tour whole Conduct in ſending that 
Succour, does you infinite Honour. Had the ſame been done 
laſt Year, you know, as well as any Man, all the Misfortunes 
which we and our Allies might have eſcaped, I perceive, from 
what met Soubiſe Writes to me, how kindly he. takes your 
0 tt Þ Attention 


1 Re ©. 12 
Attention to "Rio Concerns, for which he will make — 
Returns in his Power: He anticipated what you deſired of him, 
having on the Day after the Action ordered Meſſieurs de Chevert and 
Fitz James to march to Warbourg, and having taken all the neceſſary 
Meaſures to ſupply them with Bread, not only for the eight Days yau | 
&quire, but alſo for a great Part of the Time which that Corps, and 
what you ſhall judge proper to join thereto, ſhall ſtay in the Biſhoprick 
of Paderborn. On my Part, I had foreſeen the Difficulties that might 
occur in bringing your Bread from Duſſeldorp, whilſt you were at that. 
Diſtance :. And I have taken all poſſible Precautions tor compel them 
to ſend Flour from Mm and Hanau to Marburgh and Caſſel. 
Therefore I hope, that as we all draw the ſame Way; and as M. Pre, 
"who is an intelligent Man, acts in Concert with M. de Soubi/e's Pur-- 
. veyors, the two Armies will want for nothing, in this Reſpect. 
1alſoperceiye with the ſame Satz faction, that you, M. de Soubiſe, and: 
myſelf, have ſeparately been of the ſame Opinion, not to think of fol- 
lowing the Enemy into the Electorate of Hanover, but, on the contrary, 
to march towards the Dymel. I reckon that M. de Soubiſe need leave 
but a third Part, or, at moſt, half of his Army, to cover Caſſal and its. 
Communications, and may draw near you with the reſt, in order to en- 
able you, if poſſtble, to oblige Prince Ferdinand to abandon the Ems ; 
and, for this purpoſe, that M. de _ will e en you 
may propoſe to him. 
Me remains now with you, die, u. beet dps us Motions you tee 
to make againſt Prince Ferdinand, in diſpoſing of Prince de Soubiſe's 
Corps, with Regard to the Advantages or Inconvenieneies that may 
- reſult from prolonging more or leſs your Campaign. We are all of the 
fame Opinion about the Neceſſity of preſerving the King's Army, pre- 
ferably ta every Thing: To this End it muſt be put into Winter 
Quarters as ſoon. as poſſible ; but at the fame" Time all practicable 
Meaſures mult be taken to ſecure its Tranquility there : We cannot 
- doubr.byt that the Enemy, knowing our Situation, will leave no Stone 
| unturned to diſturb us in thoſe Quarters, On this Head the King of. 
| Prof 
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Pruſſia has ſollicited the king of England in the ſtrongeſt Manner: 
Prince Ferdinand has Orders in Conſequence : The only Remedy we 
can apply, in this Caſe, is, to deprive him of the Means and Poſſibility 
of executing this Project: Andit is for this Reaſon that you haveobſerved 
me ſo earneſtly deſirous, that Prince Ferdinand might be obliged to repaſs 
the Weſer, and hindered from keeping Munter and Lipftadt during the 

Winter, or at leaſt be forced to ſubſiſt there upon nothing but Mags- 
Aines drawn from the Lower W:ſer, and that all the Forrage on the 
left Side of the River in the Biſhoprick of Paderborn, from the Upper 
Ems and the Lippe, might be eat up either by his Troops or ours, whilſt 
M. de Soubiſe ſhould be conſuming all that on the Dymel, the Fulda, 
and the Verra: And in the mean time, whatever may be found in the 
County of Marck, and in the County of Waldeck, ſhould be carried off, 
and brought either ta the Rhine and into the Quarters to be occupied by your 
Forces on the Right of that River, or upon the Lahn, in order to render ab- 
ſolutely deſert, and void of all Subſitence, the whole Tra? of the intermediate 
Country between the Wezer and the Rhine, the Lippe and Caſſel, and 
from Caſſel to Marburgh. If to gain this End, you think the Cam- 
paign muſt be protracted too long, and that the bad Conſequences thereof 
might be too prejudicial to our ill-cloathed Troops, Part of whom 
are over-fatigued, and many of them are but half recovered in the 
Hoſpitals ;. in ſuch a Caſe, I think, we muſt not bring upon ourſelves 
a certain Evil, in order to avoid one which is at leaſt but doubtful. 
Therefore the King leaves you, Sir, quite at Liberty toprolong or ſhorten 
the Duration of the Campaign, according as your on Prudence and 
daily Incidents ſhall determine your Option, either by the Motions and. 
Poſition of the Enemy, or from the greater or leſs Severity of the Seaſon, 
Froſt. or Rains; or, in fine, by your having conſumed, de ſtroyed, or carried 
off the greateſt Part of the Corn and Forrage of the Country which you ſhall 
abandon, and taken all the other Precautions which your Prudence and. 
Foreſight may ſuggeſt to you. All theſe Matters you will con- 
cert with M. de Soubiſe, to whom I write to the ſame Effect; for as. 
I ſee but very little Probability of our being able to make Peace, we 


mutt 
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muſt even now employ ourſelves in good Earneſt about the moſt ſpeedy 
and eſfectual Means to put our Troops again in a good Condition, that 


they may take the Field early next Year, and puſh on the War with 

Vigour. It therefore now remains with you, Sir, to direct your Views, 

Marches, and your Operations, in Concert with M. de Soubi/e, in the 

Manner you ſhall judge moſt proper. You know as much of the Mat- 

ter as I do; ſo one cannot. do better than rely entirely, on what 

you ſhall judge to be for the beſt. - You'll be pleaſed to impart to me 
what you ſhall reſolve upon, as early as you can, that I may, on 
my Part, give the Orders relative thereto, and accelerate, as far as 
depends on mie, all the Succours you may want. I judge in a curſory 
Way, and from what 1. ſee in your laſt Letters, that you apprehend 
you ought not to exceed the 15th: of November, on Account of the 
Difance of the Quarters which Part of your Troops are to occupy, 
which. require-15, 20, or 25 Days March: Thoſe of M. de Soubi/e 
have not indeed ſo long a Way to go, at leaſt thoſe that are to line the 

Labn; but thoſe, that are to be quartered along the Men, or in the 

Electorates of Triers and Mentz, will be longer on the Route, eſpe- 

cially if any of them are to go up the Men above Achaſfenburgb:. 

This will depend on the Events that may happen definitively in Saxony, 
on the Place where the Army of the Empire will fix themſelves, and 
on the Situation in which the King of Pruſſia may be. 
I ſhall ſend you by the firſt Courier, my final Obſervations on the 
general Plan which M. de Montemnard has ſent me in your Name, 
for quartering the Troops of your Army during the Winter, that you 
may make your definitive Obſervations thereon, and take your Mea- 

. ſures, and give your Orders accordingly. 

Is have mentioned to you M. de Torcy's Propoſal to occupy, between 
the Rhine, the left Side of the Roer, and the Mountains of the Coun- 
try of Bergues, going up towards Cologne, ſeveral little Towns, that 

might contain ten or twelve Battalions, who would be very well ac- 

| commodated there, and able to re· aſſemble in 24 Hours. If, after a 

more exact Enquiry, which you max charge him to make himſelf, with 

ſome 
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| ſome of your Aid Quarter-Maſters, you ſhould find this Eſtabliſhment 
ſolid and practicable, my Advice would be to quarter all the Sara Troopt 
there; they would be then, as it were, all together, and more conveniently 
ſituated, than Frenchmen would find themſelves there. 1ft. Becauſe they 
ſpeak the ſame language. 2dly. Becauſe this whole Canton of Bergues 
is Lathrran, and a Similitude of Religion will be preventive of many 
Difficulties. zdly. That they are good Troops, and that their Com- 
munder, the Baron d' bern, is a very good Officer, diſcreet and 
able, who will a& in the greateſt Concert, and with the German Subor- 
dination, under the Directions of the Lieutenant - General, to- whom 
you ſhall entruſt the Command of all chat Part. 4thly. That, in ſbort, if 
nber be any Loſſes, Fatigue, or Dangers to riſk, it is better they ſhould fall 
on the Foreign Troops than on the King's Forces. I gladly impart this Idea 
to you before-hand, - e e ee OGG rae avi 
ſent you the general Plan above-mentioned. | 

I muſt alfo tell you, without Loſs of Time, that there is a ProjeR 
formed at the Hague by the Princeſs Governante, to force the Republic 
to make War againſt us, by making the Exgliſʒ and ſome Hauoverian 
Troops act agam on the Lower Rhine, and enter the Territory of 
the Republic, in order to oblige us to do the ſame. I can explain all 
this to you but very imperfectly, and only that you may allot as much 
Infantry as poſſible in that Part of the Duchy of Cleves, and of the 
Country between the Lower Rhine and the Lower Macſe. Here's 
enough To-day of this Matter, which T ſhall reſume a few Days 

I ſee, Sir, by one Part of your Letter, that you ſay your Cavalry 
wants a great Number of Horſes to remount it, and you mention again 
the Weakneſs of your Battalions. If it be ſo, tis a freſh Proof of falſe 
Muſters ; for by the very circumſtantial Liſt which the Chevalier de 
Fumel has ſent me of the Strength of your Cavalry on the firſt of Oe- 
tober, it wanted on the Whole, to be compleat, but 910 Men, and. 
12668 Horſes; which would be nnn if che Liſt is 
ab. Llike- 
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» 1 likewiſe ſee, by M. de Cornillon's Liſt; that you had 59,900 effec- 


ive Men in the Infantry, of which. 43,341 are Effectives under Arms; 
and chis, excluſive of the Savon and Battalions of Militia. You ſee of 
what Conſequence it is to put a ſpeedy Stop, whatever it may coſt, 
£0 this falſe Dealing and criminal Abuſe: Tou yourſelf, Sir, have 
the chief Intereſt in it, that the King and the Public may not think you 
are at the Head of an Army of 70,000.Cambatants, whilſt you have 
nat perhaps 50 or 55,000 effective Men. I cannot expreſs. how much 
I am vexed to ſee that the King is not obeyed in a Circumſtance of 
this Kind; and that you, who command the Army, —_—_—— 
„„ ee eee tae... it 
Since we are both of the ſame Mind, nothing rene 
e e eee and ee 1 reckon you have ita zor 
Orders for carrying on the Works without Delay, and with all 
ble Vigour, at Wezel, Duſſelderp, and eſpecially at Dom. für 


Reaſos I have wrote to.you, belides Duyburgh and Lem hb., 


As the King cauſes Te Deum to be ſung this Day at Ye/eills, 


bis Intention is, that you cauſe the ſame e 


. de 
IT have the Honour to le, hath OD HS ET 
. rp ub the moſt fincere 5 Attacment, 
va en 0 5 | SIR, | 
K 
tt wg a Tour maſt bumble and net obedient Servant, 


"The Marſhal Duke'de — 
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Malen Sir, . cl Ma 
15th, by which I ſee that Prince Ferdinand was at Warendorff and 


Neu, ſeeming to make ſome Motion on his Left. The King has peruſed 


a 
T 


with Pleaſure M. de Pojanne's Expedition, and M. de Grams ſmart 
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Aion: Lam alſo very glad that you are fatified with the Ster De- 
rim, whom I perſonally know. 

You have done very well in ordering Correction to the Inhabitants of We- 
zel, by puniſhing at the ſame Time Them in ther Purſe, and the chief Mas. 
gifrates by Inpriſnment. = 

1 perceive that your Communication with Weze! i is reſtored by Der- 
Kein, Rechlinghauſen and Luynen. 
I am, very ſorry, firſt, for the Miſtake that has happened in regard 
to the March of Meſſieurs de Chevert and Hitz - James; ſecondly, that 
they did not ſet out from Caſſel the 12th inſtead of the 14th; for two 
Days more or ck are ſometimes deciſive. I ſhall not be eaſy till I hear 
that all have joined. you, and that you are in a Condition to execute 
what you have planned. 

The king has been much ſatisfied with the Prince of Cond?'s Alacrity. 

I ſee, Sir, that you had ſent Word to the Purveyor of Meat, to 
take his Meaſures for ſupplying the Troops therewith till the Beginning 
of the Month of December. You may alſo give him Notice, that 
upon the Repreſentations I have made to his Majeſty, he has been 
pleaſeil to agree; that during the Winter, 2 Quarter of a Pound of 
Meat ſhall be given to all his Troops, with an Ounce of Rice, which, 
togetlier with an Augmentation of the Ration of Bread, muſt needs be 
a plentiful Allowance boch to Infantry and Cavalry. You'll be pleaſed 
to make the Troops obſer ve, that this is an unprecedented Favour, as 
the Expence of it muſt come out of the King's Coffers, and that the 
Allowances made to the Troops when in a foreign Country, have always 
been defrayed by the Produce of the Contributions: But I have thought 
it would be more eligible to be at this extraordinary Charge, for the bet- 
rx than for taking Cate of them in the Hoſpitals. 

Ir is riglit to tranſport to e che Artillery r 
arp, that is not fit for Service. 

 T-perceive. with Contern; ,es a — 
e and even encreaſes. | Iam wry ſenſible it is improper to proceed to 
AMlitary Execution in the Country and on the Subjefts of a Prince in Friendſhip 

B aud 
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Sb and Alliance with the, King : Nevertheleſs, the Army wut not be. in Want 
x and after making many Compliments, it is but going one's own Way to work, 


and taking every thing that is neceſſary for us. 
I ſee, Sir, that when you acquainted the Army it might be requiſite 


for the King's Service, that it ſhould remain in the Field the whole Month 
of November, the Propoſal was received there with due Reſpect; but 
that you could not convinee the Captains of Infantry and Cavalry upon 
their apprehenſion of loſing Men and Horſes. I afterwards wrote to 
you, in my Letter of the 18th, that every thing was ſubmitted to your. 
Prudence, and that the King left you abſ6lutely Maſter to prolong or 
thorten the Duration of the Campaign, according a as you ſhould Judge | ' = 
x molt eligible. 

I annex hereto the two Letrers of Service for the Chevalier de St. 
N Te * . 5 

e Tian: the nuf u l. bar. 
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T lag, 8 ene be een Plan for the Diſpos 
ſition of the Troops of your Army during the Winter, together 
Sith the Obſeryations I have made on it from the different Eclaircifſe- 
ments I have been able to get. You will there find that 1 ſhould be in- 
clined to augment, if poſſible, your Infantry, to guard your Left on the 
Lower Rhine above Wezel, as there is moſt Danger in that Part, and 
by that Means diminiſh your Cavalry as much as you can: For the 
more I look into every thing relative to Forrage, the more apprehen- 
five I grow of not being able to find a ſufficient Quantity for the Horſes 
of your Army, in the Quarters that muſt indiſpenſably be occupied 
along the left Side of the Rhine, and between the Rhine and the Mare : 
For, as to the Right of the Rhine, I .am- perſuaded that, (excepting 
A EO Meru, where you muſt neceſſarily form a large Magazine, all the reſt 
*9 | eee — SHIP 20g | 
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of my Propoſal t6 place all the Saxon Troops behind the Roer, in the 
Dutchy of Bergues, with our light Troops : They will conſume very 
nus Forrage, and will being ing good deal to the Magazines of Duſ- 


| The Dutchy of Bergues bas not at all been forraged, nor have any Troops 

been there during the whole Campaign. It muſt abound with Subſiſtence ; 
and tuben we ſball be on the Spot, and ſee with our own Eyes all that is in 
the Houſes and Barns of the Towns and Villages, they will no longer be able 
to impoſe upon 'us. There is a great Number of Carriages in the Country to 
tranſport the Whole to Duſſeldorp. You will be juſt over-againſt the 
County of Marcke, from whence you may alſo draw whatever is left in it, 
by Force and Military Execution. So that I depend much on this Re- 
ſource. The Saxon Troops will find themſelves very conveniently' 
Gtuated there, for all the Reaſons 1 explain in the Memorial hereunto 
annexed ; and I believe you will be very well ſatisfied with the Baron 
d'7hern. 

I plainly foreſee that the Palatine Court will perhaps take it very ill that 
we ſhould quarter the Saxons in the Dutchy of Bergues; for there is a Fund 
of Fealouſy between the two Courts. 

In general, the Palatine Miniſtry is very it intentioned ; and if Regard 
was paid to their Repreſentations, we ſhould put no Troops at all in 
the Dutchy of Bergues, nor in the Dutchy of Juliers. M. Gayot no doubt 
has communicated to you the negative Anſwer of that Regency and of Count 
Scheisberg: But being forced to receive ſome Troops, he would doubtleſs 
rather chuſe to ſee Palatine Troops put into the Dutchy of Bergues and in 
Duſſeldorp, or at leaſt French Troops. This is a Diſpute which you muſt 
not at all enter into; and if, <when it ſhall come to the Point, any Repre- 
ſentations or Complaints are made to you, you need only put off thoſe Gentlemen, 
by defiring them to carry their Remonſtrances to the Court, and always go 
on your own Way. It is ſufficient that you give the ſevereſt Orders for 
the Obſervance of the ſtricteſt Diſcipline, and that not ſo much as a 
Farthing be exacted from any Body, under any Pretext what- 
ever. You will certainly; Sir, be of Opinion with me, that if we ſhould 
Put the Palatine Troops where I deftine the Saxons, 1. We could not de- 
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gend on the ſame Exactneſ and IAivity in giving us ay Account of the For. 
rage, furniſhing Carts and Waggons, and forming the Magazine of Duſſel- 
dorp: The Palatine Traaps and their Commanders would never be at a Loſs: 
for Pretexts to refuſe Obedience and conceal the Truth. 2. I don't believe 
they have any principal! Officer on whon we may rely ſo well ar upon the Baron 
4 Thern. 3. I think the Saxons more wervexs, if there ſhould be Occafion: 
for any Coup de Main. 4. They are more numerous by one Third. To the 
firſt Repreſentations yau are 40 anſtwen, That the Eight Palatine Battalions: 
have been carefully placed in the Duchy of Juliers, which it equally their 
Country, and where they will be much more quiet , and this Mark of Atten- 
tion muſt be repreſented ta them as @ Favour , and, in fine, you may add, 
that the Saxons are to be cha as the Regiment of Alſace, fince they are 
evtirely in tbeKing's Day, have taken the Oath to bim, and for the Preſent have: 
w other Maſter than the King. Tou will alfo enhance to the-Comte de 
Luſace in particular, the Care I have taken to place us Troops in ſuch. 
good Quarters and ſo near, as to have no March to make, and to be at 
hand for reſitting at Cologne and Duſſeldorp, and near Germany for get-- | 
ting Recruits. I think you can do nothing better than to charge M. de 
Torq to place, in Conjunction with the Baron d bern, the Saxon Troops. 
in the-Quarters he has propoſed z and perhaps it might be better ſtill, 
that you ſhould write to Torcy to go himſelf, even now, through all 
the Quarters, letting him know the Number. of Battalions. and of 
Light Troops you intend to put there: In this let him be aflifted by 
one of your beſt Aid Quarter - Maſters. Tul anſwer for him, he will. 

this Commiſſion very well: Tis his principal Talent. I made 
Uſe of him very ſucceſsfully during the Tears 1734, and 1735 and 
as he is at Cologne, he may have an Eye upon every Thing that may 
happen there in the Winter, and will be very: punctual in giving you. 
daily an Account of all Things, and will keep an exact Correſpon- 
dence with the Baron d' Tbern, who is to be under his Direction: Ne- 
vertheleſs, if you judge it proper, an elder Lieutenant- General may 
de placed at Duſelderp, to command the Whole ; for M. de Bergeict 
has not Capacity enough for the chief Command; and, beſides, the 
—— TIE, nt ae under his 
| Orders.. 
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Orders. Toriy will without Reluctance be ſubordinate to the Sealer 
chat you ſhall ſetover him; but he will ac quit himſelf better than any 
Body elſe of all the Details, and provide for your Places and Ma- 
gazines with more Skill and Order, and ſecure the Poſts that 
require it; and it will always be in your Option, if the Enemy 
ſhould come, and there ſhould be a Neceſſity of acting, to ſend 
_ thither ſome one of the old Lieutenant-Generals whom you could belt. 
depend upon: This would be neceffary in ſuch a Caſe, I always 
think 'aloud with you, Sir; I tell you naturally what I would 
do: No Doubt but you really intend to put M. de St. Germain in ſome 
one of the-Places near thoſe Parts where ſomething might happen. 

_ Novwithſtanding the bad Accidents occaſioned by the Ice, which 
do not always happen, I think it is W 
Calagne, and another at Duſſe/dorp.. 

You muſt alſo have 1 
for all the Quarters you ſhall hold on the right Side of the Rhine, 
ſtretching up the River as far as Cohlentx; for I think we may and 
ought to draw a good deal more Forrage from all that Part, in making 
Requiſitions to all the Princes and Sovereigns whoſe ſmall Territories are 
adjacent, as far as the Electorate of Triers. I look upon the Article 
of Subliftence as the moſt eſſential of all, next to the Safety of your 
Quartefs: for I ſee that, by the Scarcity of Boats, the three Millions 
of Rations of Hay, which I ſend you from Lorrain, from Alſace, and 
the Biſhopricks, by the Moſelle and the Rhine, will not all reach you, 
whatever Diligence may be uſed, till the Month of March or April. 
Thetefore all Means muſt be tried to ſupply this Want from all the 
Places I point out to you, that you may be able to wait the Arrival of 
what is ſent from France; and I am perſuaded, that in beſtowing upon 
it all the Attention requiſite, you will certainly ſucceed. 
| At the ſame. Time I have been intent upon leſſening the Conſumpiion-of your 
Cavalry ; 40 which End you will ſee, by the annexed Lift, that I place you 
all at ance 24 or 26 Squadrons in the Country of Liege. I am aſſured with 

Certainty, | that there is where-withal in that Cauntry to ſhelter and feed them - 
nn] during for Months ; and it will be my Buſineſs again to diſpute with the 


Regency. 


, < 
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Regen and States of the Conntry about the Payments, and all the other 
Complaints and Remonſtrances that may be made on this Subject, as alſo about 
' the Garriſon of three or four Battalions which you. are to put in the City. 
There you will likewiſe want a Lieutenant- General that has all the 
Qualifications requiſite, with a: few - Major-Generals ſuitable to the 
| Purpoſe. I have already plainly told you, that M. de Lawragais ſhall 
not be employed this Winter; you will therefore chuſe one that you 
judge fitteſt from amongſt the Seven, or Eight you have propoſed. I 
think Dandelot would be very fit for it; and, as I apprehend that the 
Carbiniers cannot be better quartered than about Tongres, St. Tron, &c. 
becauſe they will be at hand to receive the Horſes and Recruits which 
I ſhall ſpeedily forward to them; the King gives them 400 Horles, 
which will be delivered at Valenciennes the 15th of Noveinber ; and they 
may receive them in the Biſhoprick of Lyege ſometime in December, 
together with all the Recruits I ſend them from all the Regiments of 
Horſe that are within the Kingdom. Why does not M. de Poyanne 
ſtay this Winter? TI tell you again, Sir, I cannot put up with the 


Cuſtom of ſeeing Men expect Favours, Promotions, Rewards and 
Indulgences, whilſt they are not ready to do every Thing. M. de 


Pojame i is well enough uſed by the King to give himſelf up to the Ser- 


vice through the whole Courſe of the War: If you are of my Way 
of thinking, why ſhould you not ſet him down in your Lift for Em- 
ployment during the Winter? And in this Caſe you might charge 
him with the Command of all that is to be in the Country of Liege, 
both on the right and left of the Macſe down to Ruremonde. 
By-a Plan which M. de Soubiſe has ſent me, for the Diſpoſition of his 
Troops during the Winter, I find he wants at leaſt 46 Squadrons for 
the Safety of the Quarters he muſt occupy, the Right of which is a 
very open Country, and at the ſame Time abounding in Forrage: He 
has in all but 32 Squadrons ; there is a Neceſſity for bringing back the 
Gerdarmerie to the Lower Alſace : He will then have but 24 Squadrons 
left, and conſequently he wants at leaſt 22, I have found that there 
would be a double Advantage in letting him have them, and even 24 
from your Army: 1. Becauſe you are not able to find them Subſif- 
a tence 
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tence, 2. You do not want them for any Motions againſt the Enemy 
that may become neceſſary in the Winter, which are not likely to happen; 
and the Remainder would be enough for your Purpoſe. 3. Theſe 22 or 
24 Squadrons which you would lend him for the Winter, will ſerve 
to ſecure his Quarters, and the two Armies make a common Cauſe of 
this Article. 4. They will be well fed, and we ſhall not give much Money. 
5. In the Journey you will make hither this Winter, in order to 
form the Plan of your next Campaign, we ſhall perhaps find, that the 
greateſt Efforts muſt be made on that right Side; in which Caſe, Sir, 
the Buſineſs will be committed to you. But to confine myſelf to 
the. preſent Moment; I wrote Yeſterday to M. de Soubiſe, that we 
could ſupply him with 22 or 24 Squadrons from your Army; that I | 
was going to give you Notice of it, and that, in this Caſe, you muſt 
both conſult together about the Number and the Choice of the Regi- 
ments, to the End that when your Army breaks up, you may ſend 
him the Number of Squadrons you ſhall have agreed upon, by the 
ſhorteſt Route, and the moſt convenient according to Circumſtances ; 
which will prevent very troubleſome Marches and Counter-Marches,, 
eſpecially in this Seaſon. 7 imagine this Cavalry might. paſs through the 
County of Waldeck, and thereby ſo far contribute to eat it up. This, Sir, 
is what T have thought I ought to do for the common Good, leaving 
you, however, at Liberty to make the proper Alterations upon the Whole, 
which hourly Incidents, that I cannot ſee from Verſailles, may induce you 
to do. Conſult with M. de Soxbiſe on all this; and let each of you impart 
to me what you ſhall have agreed upon for the beſt. You will likewiſe, 
Sir, be pleaſed to communicate to M. Gayot every thing that may con- 
cern him in this Letter; for, as I am obliged to dictate myſelf what- 
ever I fend you and M. de Soubiſe, I afſure you I have not a Moment 
to ſpare. 

By diſpoſing in this Manner Part of your Cavalry towards the Labs 
and the Mam, and of the 24 or 26 Squadrons that are to be quartered 
in the Country of Liege, and occupying the Right Side of the Rhine 
with Abundance of Infantry, by the large Garriſons at Cologne, Duſſe!- 


dor p, 


1261 
dup, the darm, &c. I hope we ſhall have forrage Enough. ee ſubfft 


upon till the Spring. 
Tour Garriſon at Vexel, of 15 Battalions ab 6 pes forms a 


reſpeftable Head, and that is the moſt difficult Magazine, but at the 

| lame: Time the moſt neceſſary, and. the ſooneſt wanted. It lies on 

M. Gayot, under your Direction, to ſet himſelf about it with all his 

wonted Activity. I wiſh I could do better towards it: L aſſure you I 

. -e ag | 
i $91 Ive the Homer to be, Ke. 


. 8. That 1 may V Bot i ee I will ae unte 90 Nl. 
Gayot till this Night, when I ſhall anſwer pe EF tool * 
| e pope won, Ort | 


bat zem wor oo alot vl ' Verſailles, Nov. 19, 78. 
uber e WOT YET? Sir, is come to paſs ; 1 | 
mean about the Dutchy of Limburgh. You will find in two, 

of the Lifts I haye ſent to you, that I propoſed nothing but In- 

fantry for the Dutchy of Limburgh, and I ſhould baue rather choſe 10 

fut af thany a 28 Squadrons in the Country of Liege. They would have 

bees as well lodged and fed there; and I think it will ges be right to 
wer no Infantry at Liege, and to put there four Squadrons more. I well 
oreſer that the States of Liege will clamour and complain ; but it will be 
more eaſy to appeaſe them than. M. de Cobentzel, who f « Man full of 

Difficulties and Vanity. (berijſt de Difficultds '& 4 Vanitt) And 1 

Ant we ought not, for a Matter of ſo little Conſequence, 0 have a 

ferious Suabble with the Court of Vienna. I m be ow then, Sir, 

(if it be not yet too late) to march the Regiments of Orleans an 

Chartres into the Suburbs of Liege, and to ſend the Ræimen. of Orleans 

a Mann to Limburgh : This will coff the Country of Liege Aal ler or ſeven 

hundred Rations of Forrage more.” I am going 10 write to M. Durand 

# Kubigny about it. Care muſt be taken that the Regiments id be quartered 

in the Suburbs of Liege, on the Right and Lift of the Maeſe, Ee 

Pot Saldiers commanded by an Officer at each of the two Gates of the City 


of 


[#7 | 
of Liege « For J have agreed on the one hand with M. Durand d' Aubigny, 
and on the other with the Baron Van Eyck, Miniſter of the Cardinal of Ba- 
varia, that F we bad not 4 Garriſon in the City, we ſhould ſtill remain 
Maſters of the Gates, for a free Communication with the King's Troops, with- 
out depending an any body whatever. I obſerve to you, that one muſt avoid 

letting it be known at Liege, that the 4 Squadrons come there through the 
Refuſal of the Auſtrian General Officers ; this would occaſion Fealouſy, and 
produce a Volume of Writings and Complaints, which muſt be avoided. I 
am going to-write in Conſequence to M. de Leſſeps at Bruſſels, and to M. 
Stahremberg at Paris. 1. blame myſelf very much, . 
laſt State of the Quarters, and 1 faund therein the 4 Squadrons in the 
Country of Limburgh, inſtead of the Battalions 1 had intended for it, 
that 1 did not then make the Obſervation to you about it, In per/zfting, I did 
hope they "would be more gn at Bruſſels e This Mun me as 4 
Leſſon for the future. 

1 have the Honour to be, Cc. 
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Have received, Sir, the Letter you have honoured me with of the 
23d, by which I fee you were then upon your Tour. 

You were waiting for an Anſwer concerning the Determination of 
the Regency of Lizge, on the Augmentation of the four Squadrons. 
You muſt have ſince received two contradiftory Letters from me 
upon to this Affair. I hope you are come to a Roſolution, in order 
to make all Parties eaſy, to ſend us back the Regiment of Chartres, and 
any one of thoſe in the Country that is in the worſt Condition: I will 
ſend you two complete inſtead of them, or the very ſame, if you like 
it better, in caſe they can be- refitted and recruited in Time. | 

I reckon-that the two Battalions of Engbien have entered Coblen;z. I 
have dropped the Matter concerning Royal Lorrain and Royal Barrois: 
By what you tell me of them, you make me no great Preſent, nor will 
C i you 


| © £1 

you much regret them, as you have the two Battalions of in in 
their Room. 8 | 

T am willing to dope the Caſtle of Rhinfels will make no Defence, when 
you declare to the Landgrave, that if be puts us to the Trouble of befieging it 
in Form, it ſhall be blown up and levelled to the Ground; u bertas, if be pleaſes 
to deliver it up to us, the King will 2 it to wy in the ſame Condition at 
' the End of the War. | 

Whenever you think proper, you will make Uſe of the Bridge which 
T reckon to ſend you at Coblentz next Month, to ſupply the Place of the 
Bridge you have given up to M. de Soubiſe: I have alſo ordered one to 
be got ready at Metz, and another at Strasbourg. It is _ right 
to have Reſources of this Kind quite ready at Hand. L 

The Volunteers of Clermont are on the March, and will arrive at 
Duſſeldorp on the Day appointed. The Liegeois Volunteers of Halle ſtill 
wanted ſome Horſes ; therefore will ſet out a Fortnight later. I ſhall 
ſpare no Pains nor Application, in order to procure for the Royal Le- 
gion and all the Light Troops, whatever is neceflary to complete them. 
M. de Chabo-ſeems to me to have taken his Courſe with a better Graee 
than M. de Turpin; but I am perſuaded M. de St. Germain will place 
them'in ſuch a Manner, as not to expoſe them to any bad Accidents, 
and. thar the Whole will take the Field in good Condition next 
NS. yp 


1 have 4; Honour to be, &c. 


4 He. — December 8, N 


Have juſt W Sir, the two Letters of the 3d which you 
have honoured with from Duſe/dorp, whereby I ſee a Continuation 
of the Meaſures you have taken for the Safety of the Troops ſettled 
at Keyſerſwerth, and others on the right Side of the Rhine. As you will 

. * not 
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not go yourſelf to viſit the Quarters occupied by our Light Troops, 
and do well not to go, I doubt not but you have charged M. de St. 
Germain to viſit them; for I perceive that Meſſieurs de Chabo and Tur- 
pin are uniform in their Accounts to me, that their Quarters are by no 
means ſafe; and that, by the Nature of the Country, they may be beat 
up and cut off, without its being in their Power to hinder or even guard 
againſt ſuch Events. M. de St. Germain is very capable of deciding this 
Point. It would be vexatious if any Accident of this Kind ſhould hap- 
pen to us, whilſt I am very intent upon Ways and Means to refit and 
complete thoſe Troops, of which we ſhall ſtand in great Need next Cam- 
22 extremely glad that you have had the Converſation, of which you are 
pleaſed to give me a Detail, with the Regency f Duſſeldorp, and that 
the Count de Schaiſberg was the firſt to propoſe it. You have managed 
perfefily well, and I wrote to you in my Letter of * Yeſterday, to talk to 
them in a very firm ſtyle, becauſe it perfectly agrees with the Terms of 
Regard and Reſpe# due to the Elector Palatine : But, as Neceſſity has no 
| Law, it vas very right to tell them, that you would take what they would 
not furniſh with a good Grace ;, and it muſt really be done, and they muſt be 
obliged, particularly to collett Forrage from the Upper Dutchy of Bergues, 
where there muſt certainly be a great deal. They muſt command all the Car- 
riages of the Country, in order to make two or three great Convoys, which © 
will be eſcorted by our Light Troops and Grenadiers. M. Groitz very well 
knows bow to effect this whenever be pleaſes, and he muſt be made willing to 
do it; for it is certain, that when'this ſhall be done, the Country of Bergues 
alone may ſupply us in Duſſeldorp with "upwards of three or four hundred 
thouſand Rations, beſides what our Light Troops may yet collect in the County 
of Marck from the Parts on the Right, which you have not been able to 


conſume nor carry off. 


see ſome Letters already publiſhed. 
C 2 It 


1 
eee eee your e, 

about the End of Janumy. I ſhall fend Inſpectors to review them. 

They ſhall be well armed; and I will keep at Home none but ſuch as 


may be too young, as I did at the Beginning of this Campaign. They 
have bern exetciſed: The fame is actually doing with all the Recruits 
that have been raiſed ſince the Month of September. 

lam highly pleaſed with the good Account you give mas hb your 
Letter of the Contractors of the Hoſpitals. I ſhall cauſe this Article 
of your Letter to be read to the Comptroller-General, who owes 
them above 1,500,000 Eve; which they can no longer do 
without. | 


I have the Honour tobe, &c. 
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FROM SOME 
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OF THE 
Marſhal De ConTapes 


Marſhal Duke de BELLEISL E. 
In 1758. 


Seat. 24. 
D9 De end ominn to me From Duſeiderp, that the 
SN Regency of that City pay no Regard to any of 
1 ; his Requeſts, and namely, concerning the Forrage 
wach che Intendant has demanded of the Coun- 
x5 try of Bergues, in order to form a Magazine at 
TS Duſelderp. If you do not pleaſe to allow me to 
authorize M. de Bergeick to employ Force in 
this Caſe, but lixtle- Hay from that Country will be brought to 


O07, 
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IT De : Schaiberg and "the Regency of Duſſeldorp a are intolerably 
"flow to'furniſh what is required of them: They promiſe 
25 Thing, conclude nothing, and have much Ill-will, I write 
in a complaiſant Strain, at other Times I menace, and all in vain : 

And at the ſame Time it ſeems to me very difficult to make Uſe of 
Military Execution, which, however, would be the * effectual 


Method. 8 


3 At Bockum, Nov. 17. 


* EST ER DAV. I received a Letter from the Chevalier d' Ajgre- 
mont, who acquaints me that the Elector of Triers refuſes to admit * 

into the Citadel of Coblentz, and even into the City, the three Battalions 
deſtined thereto, which are on their March thither, and that the Elec- 
tor has ſent you a Courier about it. Should he perſiſt in this/Refuſal, I 
ſhould be at a Loſs how to quarter the three Battalions. I ſend you 
the Copy of the letter I wrote Yeſterday to the Chevalier d Agremont, 
and that which I write to M. de Cobenzel, who refuſes to admit into the 
Country of Lunburgb the four Squadrons appointed to go thither, with 
Which ſhall find myſelf embarraſſed, if 1 ſhould be obliged to alter their 
Deſtination, as I can only place them in the Countries of Princes in 
Alliance with the King, or in neutral Countries, to whom I Thall be 
obliged to make new Requiſitions; and theſe Princes will with Reaſon ' 
think it very extraordinary, that I ſhould propoſe to lay a new Burthen on 
them, becauſe the Territories of the Empreſs- Queen reject it. Let it will 

| be indiſpenſably neceflary to put theſe four Squadrons in the Country of | 
Liege, if M. de Stabremberg perſiſts in refuſing them Admittance'i into. 
the Country of Limburgh. As you have been pleaſed to 3 of the 
laſt Plan of Quarters I have had the Honour to ſend you, in which 
the Country of * is included for four Squadrons, and the Ton 
and 
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and Citadel of Co3lentz for three Battalions, I did not imagine there 
could be any Objections to it, and AE you will be able to re- 
move them. 


1 


At Cleves, Nov. 23. 


Received this Night the two Diſpatches you did me the Honour to 
write to me the 19th. I find therein that M. de Cobenzel, autho- 


rized by M. de Stabremberg, will not have any Cavalry in the Country 


of Limburgh. I did not flatter myſelf that the Letter I wrote to M. de , 


Cobenzel would make him alter his Mind in this Matter. I have charged 
M. de Gayot to make a new Requiſition to the Country of Liege, for 
receiving there four Squadrons more. I don't believe the Regency of 
Liege have yet anſwered M. de Gayot on this Head. 


At Goek, Nov. 26. 

O M. Gayot's new Requiſition for the four Squadrons, the Re- 

gency of Liege have made Anſwer, that it is impoſſible for 

them to receive them in their Country. As I am perſuaded they will 

not perſiſt in this Way of thinking, and beſides, that you would have 

Repreſentations yet much ſtronger and more perplexing, ſhould I put 

theſe four Squadrons into the Countries dependant on the Elector Pa- 

Jatine or the Elector of Cologne, I have reſolved to march them to Liege, 

giving previous Notice thereof to M. Dandelot and M. d' Aubigny, that 

they may by Dint of Perſuaſion determine the Regency to receive 

them, and to furniſh them with Forrage : and I hope they will not 
refuſe it. i; 


Ierel, 


D 
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*. PN) 70, Ward 10 13] ) | 
— Nov: 49; 


HE Elector of Triers has ſent me the ſame Gentiemmn that 
_ _came-hither ſome Time age, te inform me, that his Maſter 
| had ſent you a ſecond Courier, by which he deſires that no French 
Troops be put this Winter in the City of Coblentz. I don't yet know 


what Effect the laſt Letter, which the Chevalier d. Aigremont deſired me 
to write to him, may have had, At all Events I have ſent orders to 


the three Battalions to canton in Viſtages n near  Collenre, alt ebe Gdeclieid 


| whether they, mall enter the City. 
_ Yeſterday I received a Letter from NI. de Cobenzel, who tells me, that 


bhe ſhall cake Orders from Prince Charles about recetying in the Putchy 
of Lintburgh the two Battalions deſtined thereto : It will be the Regi- 
ment of Condt: That of Orleans, which is fertted at Lage, is to remain 4 — 
there. At the Cloſe of M. de Cobenzel's Letter, he ſays that, as ſoon 
as he ſhall hear of the Arrival of thoſe two Batttalions in Limburgh, he 
will ſend Orders for finding them Lodging, Fire, and Candle: He 
makes no Mention of Forrage; and I am inclined to believe he dots 
not intenc co furniſh ay. One cannot fay, neee aer 
| e death pen fink. Rene 5 


Meurs, Dec. 1 


1 have den no 1 but in Enemy's We I 
have had Complaints that our Soldiers have not all the Neceſ- 


— that are ordered. Being able to command without Controul, I 
have explained my Intentions ſo ſeriouſly to the Regiments and the | 5 
Burgo · Maſters, concerning what the Troops ought to be ſupplied with, ü 
: and that I would not ſuffer any Burgher to have a Bed under him, till 
our Soldiers were firſt ſerved. This has had the Effect that I could 
#7 | expect from it in the Country of Cleves : It will be the ſame in this 


Coun 1 E ne But I ſhall meet 
Wa LATE | with 


„ [ 25 ] 

with more Dificully . in the Countries of Juliers and Cologne : The Re- 
gencies of thoſe Countyjes are continually complaining, and ſtand out 
againſt every Demünd. I ſhall uſe them with the Politeneſs requiſite, 
but at the ſame Time behave with the neceſſary. Firmneſs. It would be 
unreaſonable to let the King's Froops, who go into their Quarters with 
very few Sick, ſuffer during the Winter ; and I ſhall certainly omit 
nothing that may conduce to 0: thety Prin, | 
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62 | - Daſſeldorp, Dec. 3. 
r Ahe here Yeſterday I had a Converſation with M. de 
Oe about the Dilatorineſs of the Regency of Duſſeldorp 
to furniſh the King's Troops with what they want for their Winter 
Quarters. After many Repreſentations and Lamentations on the pre- 
ſent Condition of the Elector Palatin s Subjects, and aſſuring me 
that he would do all that lay in his Power, as he had already told me 
in ſeveral Letters, to the End that the Troops deſtined to winter in the 
Countries of Bergues and Juliers ſhould not be in Want, he confeſſed 
that his Authority was very limited, and that he often met with Oppo- 
fition from M. Robertæ, Vice-Chancellor, and ſtill more from M. Greet, 
Privy-Counſellor, who, upon this Article, had the Confidence of his Court: 
That he deſired I would talk to theſe two Gentlemen in his Preſence, and 
explain my Intentions to all three at once. They all three came to 
me this Morning: I had appointed M. de Sz. Germain and the Inten- 
dant to attend me at the ſame Time. After much Altercation, 
M. Greet being always the Speaker on the other Side, and treating, with 
a great deal of Senſe and Knowledge, of the Buſineſs in Queſtion, I con- 
cluded with ſaying, that it was impoſſible for me to take a Poſition 
different from that which I had taken: That it was neceſſary I ſhould 
remain in it, that I might be in a Condition to act vigorouſly in the 
Spring: That the King and his Allies were equally intereſted in it : 
N knew, from the Enquiries that I had cauſed to be made in the 
D Country 
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Country of Julers, that there was Forrage- enough for the Horſes 
of the Inhabitants, and for the Subſiſtence of - thoſe belonging 
to the Troops that were to winter there; that this Number of 
Troops had been much diminiſhed, by twenty-two Squadrons and 
twelve Saxon Battalions that had been ſent to Soubiſe's Army, four Squa- 
| drons that were going back to France, and 25 put into Winter Quar- 
ters in the Country of Lizge:* That I was very intent upon behaving 
towards the Elector Palatine with all the Reſpect that is due to him, 
paying much Regard to his Miniſters, and ſparing the People as much 
as poſſible; but that the Troops entruſted to my Command, ſhould 
not be famiſhed};\ and that, if they would not cauſe the Troops to be 
| ſurniſhed with what they wanted, I would order it to be taken; which 
would be attended with much Diſorder, and a greater Conſumption, 
E ia Spight of any Precautions I might take to prevent it : That I was 
very ſenſible ſome Bailywicks could furniſh more than others, and it 
was their Buſineſs to make this Repartition; that I ſaw no other 
Means of doing it in an orderly and equitable Manner, than to enquire 
what the Winter Conſumption might amount to, at the ſame Time 
make round Allowances, and inform the Burgo-Maſters- or Bailiffs 
what Troops they were to ſupply ; give them Orders in Conſequence, 
give me Copies thereof, that I might tell the Commandants of the 
Troops what Bailywicks they were to apply to for the Forrage they 
wanted. After behaving with all the Reſolution I thought neceflary, 1 
ſpoke in a complaiſant Strain to M. Greet: He confeſſed I was in the 
Right, and that he was going to ſet about the Buſineſs with M. Gayot, 
who has juſt given me an Account of what he has done with 
him this Afternoon on this Head. He found him more tractable 
than he expected. M. Greet told him, that to make a ſolid Ar- 
rangement, ſuch as would be proper in the Caſe, he wanted an Or- 
der from his Court; that, in the firſt Place, the Troops muſt not be 
in Want; that he was going to provide for them, and that he hoped I 
would be ſatisfied : That in order to make ſure of this Subſiſtence for 
the ee Winter, he thought an Impoſt muſt be laid on Forrage 


through | 
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through the whole Country of Juliers for the Quantity we food in 
Need of; and that it was on this laſt Article he wanted an Order, 
or at leaſt Permiſſion, from his Court. 

Being agreed about what was to be done with regard to the Country 
of Fulicrs, I proczeded to ſpeak of the Country of Bergues, and ſaid, 
That in order to be eaſy about the Military Operations, I muſt have 
conſiderable Magazines at Vexel and Duſſeldorp, that I might be able to 
re-aſſemble the Army and fubſiſt it in a Body: that to attain this 
End, I muſt not ſubfiſt the Troops in Garriſon at Duſſe/dorp on the 
Magazine forming there, with the Hay that was coming from France : 
That the Country of Bergues ought to furniſh Subſiſtence enough ex- 
cluſive of that of the Light Troops placed there; that I would draw | 
from the County of Marct as much as poſſible, but at the ſame Time 
would draw ſome from the Country of Bergues; that the Light 
Troops were deſtined to favour the tranſporting thereof; that I 
| had ordered M. de Sr. Germain to omit nothing that ſhould be neceſſary 
for executing this Arrangement ; and that I doubted not of their fur- 
niſhing the Carriages we ſhauld want for this Purpoſe : That it might 

be of much Advantage to the People that the Forrage which they 
po for their own Horſes, ſhould be laid up at Duſſeldorp; 
that it would be ſafer there, not being expoſed to be carried off by the 
Enemy; and that we ſhould punctually give Receipts, for it. Theſe 
Gentlemen did not oppoſe this Arrangement: They even ſeem to ap- 
prove of it z but I don't flatter myſelf that all Difficulties are removed. 
If they make freſh Objections, I will do my beſt to get over them. 


—_ — 


— Dec: 14. 
Gayot has told me, that, though M. de Cobenzel ſaid he had or- 
» dered the two Battalions of Conde in the Country of Limburgh 
to be furniſhed with Forrage only proviſionally, it was impoſlible for 
lu. M. Gaye, to provide for that Supply, and to charge a Con- 
D 2 tractor 
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tractor. therewith, who would begin by demanding Money, and that 
he has none to give him; therefore the Country of Limburgh muſt find 
the Forrage : That he has ordered the Commiſſary at War, appointed 
over theſe two Battalions, to take great Care that the Receipts be 
punctually given; but that if the Bailifs boggle at furniſhing Forrage, 
he is to make Uſe of ſoft Terms as far as he can, and conclude with 
giving them to underſtand, that if they do not furniſh it, the Horſes of 
theſe Troops. muſt not ſtarve, and that ye. ſhall take what is neceſ- 
ſary, for their Subſiſtence. | I muſt again repeat it, it is a. great Hard- 
ſnip to have a War to carry on in — man, and to be in 
Want of Money. | 
This moment, Sir, 1 Es two „ Letters which you did me 


the Honour to write me the 7th and Sth. In the firſt I perceive 
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HE Elector of gers Gentleman, who is here, came to tell 

me this Morning, that be had Orders from his Maſter to in- 
rd me he could not let the two Battalions of the Regiment of 
Engtien enter the City of Coblentz, and that he had wrote the ſame to 
you: That moreover, his Country was not able to ſupply with Forrage 
the four Squadrons and two Battalions that are to winter in it; that 
he gives me previous Notice thereof, that I may take Care to provide 
for their Subſiſtence, or elſe withdraw them; that it was impoſſible 
for his Subjects, who have no more Forrage than what is neceſſary 
for their Horſes and Cattle, to buy any for ſupplying the Kings 
Troops, as they were not in a Condition e * 
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To which he added, that ſince the Beginning of this War, the Elec- 
-torate of Triers had ſerved for a Paſſage to all our Troops, and 
alſo to our Recruits that came from the Upper Rhine to join the 
Army ; which was a conſiderable Burthen to the Country; and that 
hitherto nothing had been paid for what thoſe Troops had been fur- 
niſhed with: That he intreated me to find an Expedient for pre- 
venting hereafter their paſſing through the Electorate of Triers : That 
this was poſſible, either by changing the Route, or embarking en-the 
Maſelle what Troops we ſhould bring from France. All this the 
Gentleman delivered in a very embarraſſed Manner, and with 
many Apologies for having Things to tell me which might not be 
agreeable to me. n 
I anſwered, that from all you had wrote to me about the Elector 
of Triers's Way of thinking, I was aſtoniſhed he ſhould be againſt 
letting two Battalions enter the City of Coblentæ: That I waited 
for your Orders concerning the Courſe you ſhould dire& me to take 
in this Matter. As to the Forrage, which, he ſaid, would forth- 
with be no longer furniſhed to the four Squadrons and two. Batta. 
lions deſtined to winter at. Coblemiz and Places adjacent, I was no 
Way uneaſy about it; that I knew there was ſome in the Country 
that I had ordered the Commandants to make the Troops ob- 
ſerve the ſtricteſt Diſcipline, to give Receipts for every Thing they 
ſhoulc be ſupplied with; but that on the very Day when Forrage 
ſhould fail, they ſhould take it whereyer they could find any, con- 
tinuing however, to give Receipts for what they ſhould take. That 
as to the Paſſage of our Troops, which he complained of, I could 
make no Alteration; that I ſhould continue to make Requiſitions, 
as had been hitherto practiſed : That it was not practicable to re- 
linquiſh the Uſe of the moſt direct Road; that with regard to his 
Propoſal of making Embarkations on the Maſelle, this Expedient 
had been uſed laſt Spring, and would probably be uſed again next 
Spring for the Infantry and the Recruits that ſhould come from 
France. That to all the Repreſentations he made me, to make our 
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| Troops turn out ef the Electorate of Triers, he ought to be ſure 
that the Pruffians would not march to the Labn. The Name of 
Prufſians,, who might march to the Labu, ſeemed to terrify him. 
He aſked me whether I had any Account of this. I anſwered him 
in the Negative, but that it was poſſible, and it was this Poſſibi- 
lity that had induced the King to put Troops in the Electorate of 
Triers, in order to cover and protect that Country. | 

I don't know whether we are bound in good Policy to have ſo 
much Attention to the Elector of Triers; but in a military Light, I 
think it is very neceſſary we ſhould have Troops in the City of Coblentz, 
and ftill more ſo in the Citadel, which is on the right Side of the Rhine, 
in order to have a ſtrong Hold in that Part, againſt any Incidents that 
may happen. I have ordered M. Dauvet, in his Inſtructions, that, if he 
were obliged to retire from the County of Niewwied, which I did not 
imagine would be the Caſe, he ſhould retreat to the Citadel of Coblentz, 
and afterwards into the Town, if he ſhould be prefſed by ſuperior For- 
ces: He can have no other Retreat. If this Caſe ſhould happen, it 
would appear to me abſolutely neceflary to occupy that Citadel by fair 
Means or by Force. I concluded the Converfation with the Elector 
of Triers's Gentleman, with telling him, that I was going to ſend you 
an Account of all that he had ſaid to me in his Maſter's Name; that 
as often. as I ſhould have Leiſure to wait for your Anſwer, before com- 
ing to a Reſolution, I would ftay for your Orders: But, as it often 
| happens i in War, there are Caſes where one muſt reſolve immediately, 
that in theſe I would act in a military Way, without regarding any 
Repreſentations, and do what to-me 2-1 ou: an the beſt for the 


Common Cauſe. ' 

"oY Wied to-you his Expetation, that 
the States General will allow the Exportation of what Forrage we may 

3 5 8 ; | 
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December 22. 
HE Sieur Hugues, Sir, arrived here this Morning, and delivered 
me a Letter from M. d. Ay, which confirms to me what he 
had told me, that the States General have granted Permiſſion to the 
ſaid Hugues to export from Holland the Million of Rations which he 
has engaged to furniſh us with. M. Gayot will carry on this Affair, and 
give you an Account of it. — 


December 24. 


a reports to me, that M. Kinkell, an Auſtrian Commiſſary, 
* who has hitherto been charged to receive the Revenues of the 
conquered Countries, refuſes to part with what he has collected, with- 
out Orders from his Court, which he has not received. It is eaſy to 


prevent his receiving hereafter, but hard to oblige him, without forci- 
ble Means, to give us what is in his Cheſt. 


This Moment I received a Letter M. d' Aigremont, which confirms 
what the Elector of Triers's Gentleman told me in his Maſter's Name, 
that he will not let the two Battalions of Engbien enter the City of Co- 

| Gblentz, I had informed the Chevalier d' Aigremont of what the Gentle- 
man of Triers told me, and at the ſame Time ſent him the Copy of the 
Letter which I have had the Honour to write you on this Head. 
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